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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 
What is claimed is: 

1,-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for transferring at least ono of a 
media file and associated usage rights data from a first user unit to a second user unit, 
wherein the first use u nit and second user unit each has a storaoe unit, an input buffer 
and an output buffe r and wherein the media file includes at least one comoonent of 
imaoe data, audio data, and video data , comprising the steps of: 

couolino at l east one of the first user unit and second user unit over a 
communications network to a central interface unit : 

identifying the at ioact ono of a media file by [[a]] the central interface unit 
wh e r e in th e media file ino l udos at least on e component of imag e data, audio data, and 
v i d e o data ; 

transf e rring th e at l e ast ono of tho modia fil e and tho aoGOoiated usage rights 
data dir e ctly from the first us e r unit to the cooond user un i t v i a a communicat i on link 
b e tw e en th e first and second us e r units ; 

transferring the media file to be transferred from the storage unit of the first user 
unit, a transferring user unit, to the associated output buffer: 

transferring th e media file to be transferred from the output buffer of the 
transferring user unit to the input buffer of the second user unit, a receiving user unit : 

limiting access by the first user unit to the media file and its associated usage 
rights data : 

providing access to the second user unit to the media fil e and its associated 
usage rights data : 
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coupl i ng at least ono of the first and second user units ov e r a oommunicationo 
networi< to th e c e ntral interfac e unit ; 

logging, at the central interface unit, the transfer of at l e ast ono of the media file 
and its associated usage rights data to the second user unit; 

generating an acknowledgment receipt by the second user unit after receipt of 
the media file and its associated usage rights data : [[and]] 

transferring the acknowledgment receipt from the second user unit to the first 
user unit after the media file and its associated usaae riohts data is transferred from the 
first user unit to the second user unit; 

intearatina a media file history loo into each media file that identifies at least one 
of previous owners and transfers of the media file: and 

synchronizing the media file history log with the logged transfers stored within the 
central interface unit 



22. (Currently Amended) A method for transferring at loast ono of a 
media file and associated usage rights data from a first user unit to a second user unit 
wherein the first user unit and second user unit each has a storage unit, an Input buffer 
and an o utput buffer and wherein the media file includes at least one component of 
image data, audio data, and video data , comprising the steps of: 

coupling at least one of the first user unit and second user unit over a 
communications network to the central interface unit: 

identifying the at least one of the media file by a central interface uni t, wh e roin 
th e at l e ast on e of a modia filo includ e s at le ast on e component of imag e data, audio 
data, and video data - 
coupling at least ono of tho first and second usor units over a communications 
n e twork to tho control intorfaco unit ; 

transferring at l east on e of the m e d i a f i l e and th e associatod usag e rights data 
from the first usor unit to c e ntral int e rfac e unit and th e n to tho second us e r un i t ? 
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transferring the media file to be transferred and the associated usage rights data 
from the storage uni t of the first user unit, a transferring user unit, to the associated 
output buffer: 

transferring th e media file to be transferred and the associated usaoe riahts data 
from the output buffer of the transferring user unit to the central interface unit: 

logging, at the central interface unit the transfer, wherein the second unit 
retrieves either the media file or the associated usaoe rights data, directly from the 
central interface unit: 

integrating a histon/ loo into each media file that identifies at least one of 
previous owners and transfers of the media file: and 

synchronizing the media file historv log with the logged transfers stored within the 
central interface unit 

transferring th e media file to be transferred and the associated usage rights data 
from the central interface unit to the input buffer of the second user unit, a receivino 
user unit 

limiting access by the first user unit to the media file and the associated usage 
riahts data : 

providing access to the second user unit to the media file and the associated 
usage rights data : 

logging, at tho contral intorfaco unit, tho transfer, whoroin the socond unit 
r e tri e v e s e ith e r th e m e dia fil e or th e assooiatod usago rights data, dir e ctly from tho 
c e ntral int e rfac e unit; 

generating an acknowledgment receipt by the second user unit after receipt of 
the media file and the associated usaoe rights data : and 

transferring the acknowledgment receipt from the second user unit to the first 
user unit after the media file and the associated usage rights data is transferred from 
the first user unit to the central interface unit and then to the second user unit 
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23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21. wherein the second 
user unit has a second media file with associated usage rights data, the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

transferring at least ono of the second media file and its associated usage rights 
data from the second user unit to the first user unit; 

limiting access by the second user unit to the second media file; 

providing access to the first user unit to the second media file; 

wherein the logging step further comprises the step of logging the transfer of at 
l e ast ono of the second media file and its associated usage rights data from the second 
user unit to the first user unit. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the transfer of 
at loaot ono of t he first media file and its associated usage rights data to the second 
user unit is part of a swap transaction conditioned upon the transfer of at loaot ono of 
the second media file and its associated usage rights data to the first user unit 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the second 
user unit transfers more than one media file to the first unit as part of a swap 
transaction. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising the 
step of generating a dummy media file substituting at le ast ono of for the second media 
file and its associated usage rights data to satisfy the swap transaction conditions. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, wherein the 
logging step additionally comprises at least one of: 

updating a transfer log associated with the transferring user unit to reflect the 
removal of the media file; and 
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updating a transfer log associated with the receiving user unit to reflect the 
addition of the transferred media file. 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of claim ([27]] 21. further 
comprising the steps of: 

polling a digital rights management system within the central interface unit by 
either the transferring user unit or the receiving user unit - and 

receiving a command or message from the digital rights management system by 
tho transforring uoor unit to limit access by tho tranoforring uoor un i t to the transferred 
media file. 

30. (Canceled) 

31. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27J] 29. further 
comprising the step of preventing access to a transferred media file by a roooiving uoor 
if the digital rights management system has associated the transfenred media file with a 
third user unit. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim II27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of cryptographically associating each transferred digital media file 
with a receiving user unit. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of transferring the transferred media file from the receiving user unit 
back to the transferring unit if the transfer is not ratified. 

34. (Canceled) 
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35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of determining whether the media file is transferred with one or 
more usage restrictions. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21 further 
comprising the step of transferring the transferred media file from the receiving user unit 
back to the transferring user unit after a predetermined usage restriction condition 
associated with the transfen-ed media file has been met. 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21. further 
comprising the step of transferring the transferred media file from the receiving user unit 
back to the transferring user unit after a predetemilned amount of time has expired, or 
after the receiving user unit has accessed the transferred media file greater than or 
equal to a predetemfilned number of occurrences, or if the transfer has not been ratified 
by the central Interface unit, or If the transfer is subsequently cancelled, or if the transfer 
is not successful. 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim ([27]] 21. further 
comprising the step of periodically communicating, by the central interface unit, with 
individual user units, to synchronize at least one of the media files and the associated 
usage rights data. If any. stored within each user unit with one or more databases within 
the central interface unit. 

39. (Canceled) 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a 
non-transitory computer readable medium loaded into a memory and executed by a 
proooosor microDrocessnr , comprising: 

computer code portions for couplino at least on^ nf th^ first and s^rnnH . ■c.or 
units over a communicatinns network tn a central interfarp ..nit- 
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computer code portions for transferring at^east^eee-of a media file I[or]J and 
associated usage rights data from a first user unit to a second user unit wiierein the fir.t 
user unit and second user unit each has a .tnr.no ...j t. an inmit h.rfF.r .nH ^..^p,,^ 
buffgrand wherein the media file is identifiable by Ha]J the central interface unit and 
includes at least one component of image data, audio data, and video data; 

computer code portions for transferring at loact one of the media file and the 
associated usage rights data from the storage ..mt nf tho first user uni t, a transferrins 
user unit, to the associated output hiiffer to the input bnffpr nf t ho second user unit^ 
receivinq user unit over a communication link between the first and second user units;^ 

computer code portions for limiting access by the first user unit to the media file; 

computer code portions for providing access to the second user unit to the media 

file; 

oomputor codo portionc for coupiinf; nt innrt r^nr. thp tint n nd c cco n d uco r 
units ovor a communicationc nnfumrU' tn t^n r^f^ntral int e rface unit ; 

computer code portions for logging, at the central interface unit, the transfer of 
the media file to the second user unit; 

computer code portions for integ rating a history log into each media file that 
identifies at least one of previous ow ners and transfers of the media file 

computer code portions for sync hronizing the media file hi^torv log with th a 
logged transfers store d within the central interface unit: 

computer code portions for generating an acknowledgment receipt by the second 
user unit after receipt of the media file; and 

computer code portions for transferring the acknowledgment receipt from the 
second user unit to the first user unit after the media file is transferred from the first user 
unit to the second user unit. 



41.-42. (Canceled) 

* * * 
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